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And to me it seems that you have fallen asleep
upon a white rock, and in a parish of dreams, and
have dreamt all this in a moment while it was
night.






























































































































50 THE WHITE STONE

men from all the provinces of the Empire had
stepped into their places. Romans in Rome, they

humare feehings. They did not regret the Republic;
they dud noc regret Liberty, the recollection of which
recalled stmultaneously proscriptions and civil wars.
They honoured Cato as the heroic figure of another
age, without wisking to see so exalted a type of
virtee arise on top of fresh ruins. They looked
upor the Augustan cpoch and the first years of
Tibentus as the happwest the world had ever known,
since the Golden Age had existed in the imagination
of the poces only. They lamented the fact that the
mew order of things, which had promised the world 2
long regn of felicty, should have so promptly
burceaad Rome with an unheard of shame unknown
even 0 the contemporaries of Marius and Sulla,
Threy had. Suring the madness of Caius, seen the best
STzeas dramied with a2 ot irom, sentenced to the
mixes, % labour on the rosds, thrown to wild
beascs, fachers compelled to be present at the agony
of 2heir chidrem, ami men shining by their virtues
such 13 Coemucius Cordus. saffer themselves to dic
of sarvaton, in order to cheat the tyrant of their
deack. T: Rome's shame, be it said, Caliguls
dames.  Amni, waar glled these rhetors and philo-








































































































































































106 THE WHITE STONE
with impunity. Virtue, ancient simplicity, courage,
innocence, and peace will reign with him. Thus do
I prophesy.” N

And Gallio, having risen, took leave of his friends

with these words:
“ Fare ye well, and love me.”



III

Nicole Langelier came to the end of
his reading, the birds heralded by
Giacomo Boni filled the deserted

Forum with their friendly cries.
The sky was spreading over the
Roman ruins the ash-tinted veil of evening ; the
young laurel-bushes planted along the Via Sacra
lifted up into the diaphanous atmosphere their
branches black as antique bronzes, while the flanks

of the Palatine were clothed in azure.

“ Langelier,” spoke M. Goubin, who was not
easily deceived, “you did not invent that story.
The suit brought by Sosthenes against St. Paul be-
fore Gallio, proconsul of Achaia, is to be found in
the Acts of the Apostles.”

Nichole Langelier readily admitted the fact.

“ The story is told,” he said, *“in chapter xviii.,
and occupies verses 12 to 17 inclusively, which I am
able to read to you, for I copied them on to a sheet
of my manuscript.”
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THE WHITE STONE 239

the forests, lakes, prairies, and tree-topped mountains.
After him, new forms will go on taking shape.
A future race, born perhaps of our own, but having
perchance no bond of origin with us, will succeed us
in the empire of the planet. These new spirits of
the earth will ignore or despise us. The monuments
of our arts, should they discover vestiges of them,
will have no meaning for them. Rulers of the
future, whose mind we can no more divine than the
palzopithekos of the Siwalik Mountains was able to
forecast the trains of thought of Aristotle, Newton,
and Poincaré,”

THE END
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NOTICE

Those who possess old letters, documents, corre-
spondence, MSS., scraps of autobiography, and also
mintatures and portraits, relating to persons and
matters bistorical, literary, political and social, should
communicate with Mr. Fobn Lane, The Bodley
Head, Vigo Street, London, W., who will at all
times be pleased to grve bis advice and assistance,
either as to their preservation or publication.
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